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WEST’S JURY VERDICTS - IOWA REPORTS

Gambler’s False Imprisonment Claim Goes Nowhere

Iowa District Court, Fifth Judicial District, Polk County.

Jones v. Racing Ass’n of Cent. Iowa

Type of Case:

Defamation • Slander

 

Intentional Torts • False Imprisonment

 

Specific Liability: Casino staff slandered and falsely detained a patron in connection with the investigation of a slot machine ticket, causing damages to the plaintiff

General Injury: Monetary damages

 

Jurisdiction:

State: Iowa

County: Polk

Related Court Documents:

Plaintiff’s complaint: 2005 WL 5392642
 

Defendant Prairie Meadows’ answer: 2005 WL 5392643
 

Case Name: Jennifer Jones v. Racing Association of Central Iowa; Racing Association of Central Iowa d/b/a Prairie Meadows; and Prairie Meadows

Docket/File Number: CL100586

Verdict: Defendant Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino, $0

Verdict Range: $0

Verdict Date: Feb. 15, 2007

Judge: Robert J. Blink
Attorneys:

Plaintiff: Ryan T. Beattie and Donald G. Beattie, Beattie Law Firm, Des Moines, Iowa

Defendants: Thomas L. Flynn and Dennis P. Ogden, Belin, Lamson, McCormick, Zumbach, Flynn, Des Moines, Iowa

Trial Type: Jury

Breakdown of Award:

$0

Summary of Facts:

Jennifer Jones and a female friend gambled at Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino October 23, 2004, into the early morning of October 24.

 

At approximately 11:15 p.m. Jones and her friend began playing a slot machine -- machine no. 1-E-02. According to the casino, they inserted $20 into the machine for a period of time and wound up winning $350. The women then continued to play, reducing their winnings to $300.50. At that point they stopped playing, the casino said, and acquired a slot ticket from the machine for the $300.50 remaining on the machine.

 

While Jones and her friend were playing, another patron reportedly notified a security agent her $940 slot ticket had been lost or stolen. The security agent notified a slot supervisor to help trace the ticket. According to the casino, there were problems in the computer system at Prairie Meadows that night. When the slot supervisor traced the other patron’s ticket, he came to the mistaken belief that the other patron’s ticket had been placed in machine l-E-02 and played down to $300.50, at which point it was cashed out of the machine by someone unknown to the supervisor at that time.

 

As a result, according to the casino, the supervisor and security agent decided to place a stop-hold on the $300.50 ticket -- the ticket Jones and her friend obtained from the machine. Sometime between midnight and 1 a.m. Jones apparently tried to cash the ticket at a cashier’s window but failed because of the stop-hold notification. An investigation ensued.

 

Jones said she was placed in a holding cell and interrogated. She stated she did not feel free to leave and when she did try to leave, her path was cut off and she was told to return to her holding cell. Court documents indicated she was held in the cell for about 20 minutes and then released.

 

Jones filed a lawsuit against Racing Association of Central Iowa; Racing Association of Central Iowa, doing business as Prairie Meadows; and Prairie Meadows as defendants. The plaintiff maintained that during the investigation employees of Prairie Meadows engaged in slander per se and slander per quod by making such statements as, “This lady is trying to cash this ticket and I know she did not win this money.” She also claimed she was falsely imprisoned and argued casino staff unlawfully detained her against her will.

 

As compensation for these allegations Jones sought general as well as punitive damages, along with lost wages and past, present and future mental and emotional pain and suffering.

 

Prairie Meadows admitted Jones followed a security officer to an interview room within the Prairie Meadows security office and was interviewed by a security officer for about 20 minutes, but it denied the remaining allegations. It also argued it was not liable for any claimed damages.

 

The defendant later filed a motion for summary judgment. Judge Robert Blink granted the motion as it pertained to the slander claims but denied it in regard to the false imprisonment claim.

 

A Polk County jury heard the case regarding the false imprisonment claim and returned a verdict Feb. 15, 2007. The jury determined the plaintiff was indeed imprisoned by the casino and the imprisonment was unlawful. However, the jury rejected the notion the plaintiff’s imprisonment proximately caused any damages.

 

Judge Blink entered judgment in accord with the verdict. The plaintiff took nothing from the lawsuit.

 

Court: Iowa District Court, Fifth Judicial District, Polk County.
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