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Date:  November 11, 2015

RE:      Review of Youngstown State University Masters in Accounting Program

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Youngstown State University (YSU) proposal for a Masters of Accountancy Program (MAcc).  Please find below a summary of my review of their Full Proposal (FP) dated September 24, 2015 which is based on the academic quality, need, access and retention of underrepresented groups, statewide alternatives and external support for the program.

Academic Quality:   Based on the information provided in the FP, it would appear that the competency, experience and number of faculty in the Lariccia School of Accounting and Finance (LSAF) is sufficient to support the proposed program and that the LSAF has adequate resources to mount the proposed MAcc.  However, there is some concern regarding the adequacy of students (according to the FP, enrollment would be 12 new headcount, and eight (8) FTE) making the viability of this program at risk.  This small number of students would require that students progress through the program as a cohort group as it would not be possible to achieve meaningful class enrollments.  (The CSU College of Business currently uses a minimum class size of ten (10) students to achieve economic feasibility.)  

Another point of evaluation is whether the proposed program is “distinctively different” from the undergraduate degree programs.  Although there are some differences to set the proposed program apart, there is still some overlap as students may have already taken “Federal Tax II,”  “Governmental and Non-Profit Accounting,” Corporate Financial Management,” “Financial Analysis,” and “Business Communications” at the undergraduate level; If they have, this would require the development of substitute courses for these students.  Just as a matter of reference, CSU undergraduate students regularly take these courses as part of their bachelors’ program.

When evaluating the admission requirements for the proposed LSAF MAcc, it is noted that there is no requirement for students to provide standardized test scores.  Typically, graduate programs require that applicants take the GMAT (Graduate Management Admission Test) or the GRE (Graduate Record Examination).  However, it would appear that this is not the case for this program which could result in attracting unqualified students and cause unexpected problems for the program.  
Need:  A major concern regarding this proposal has to do with student demand and potential enrollment in the program.  As stated above, the proposed enrollment for this program is 12 new headcount, or eight (8) FTE.  The experience of the CSU MAcc program, as for most Graduate Programs, is that all of the students who initially enroll in the program do not necessarily finish the program.  Therefore, the loss of any students in the LSAF MAcc program could jeopardize its viability.  

The CSU MAcc program has experienced a drop in enrollment over the past several years, as other schools have reported, too.   The MAcc enrollment at CSU had a high of 287 headcount in 2012 and currently has headcount of 175 (representing  a 39% decline in enrollment).  This decline at CSU can be explained by an increase in GMAT requirements for admission and the cancellation in 2015 of an initiative by the Saudi Arabian Consulate to fund MAcc students.  Even with a student body of 175 MAcc students at CSU, it has been difficult to offer a full complement of elective courses and some have been cancelled due to low enrollments.   

Access and Retention of Underrepresented Groups:  Any plans to ensure recruitment, retention and graduation of underrepresented groups within the discipline were not outlined in the proposal.  The FP alludes to the fact that the primary target for this program is YSU students who have received their bachelors degree and wish to pursue advanced education in accounting.

Statewide Alternatives:  Although the FP clearly enumerates the schools in the area that do not offer a MAcc, it is silent regarding the schools that do.  Within a 60-mile radius, there are at least five (5) Masters of Accounting programs including three (3) state schools (Cleveland State, Kent State, and University of Akron) and two (2) private schools (Case Western Reserve and John Carroll).  Beyond that radius, schools such as Ohio University, University of Toledo and, of course, Ohio State, all have successful and viable programs.  The FP also addresses schools in Pennsylvania that do not offer a Masters in Accounting programs, but neglects to mention those within 60 miles of YSU that do, including Carnegie Mellon, Chatham, Duquesne, Robert Morris and the University of Pittsburgh.  Therefore, there are many options for students to choose if they wish to pursue an advanced degree in accounting and unfortunately, the YSU proposed program is not unique or significantly different from these other programs to justify an additional MAcc program in Northeast Ohio. 

External Support:  It would appear that the LSAF has community and professional support. 

Conclusion:  Given the extremely small enrollments expected for the proposed YSU MAcc, the large number of other Masters of Accounting programs that are in close proximity of YSU, and the declining enrollments currently being experienced in MAcc programs, it is very difficult to support the addition of another MAcc program in the Northeast Ohio region.   Furthermore, since the YSU MAcc program is not unique and not significantly different from the existing Masters of Accounting programs, there is nothing to set itself apart from these programs in the region and make it more attractive for students to enroll.  As an alternative, the new courses which LSAF wishes to offer could be provided as electives in the MBA Program.  This would provide students the opportunity to meet the requirements to sit for the CPA Exam and permit them to advance their accounting education in a manner that would be more effective and efficient for YSU.  Hence, based on this evaluation, this FP is not supported.  	

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS FROM INTERIM DEAN, DR. DONNA SCHULTHEISS:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please find the attached review of your Master of Accountancy degree.  The reviewer has identified several strengths of the proposed program.  Although the review raised a concern about student demand and the potential adequacy of enrollment, it does recognize that LSAF appears to have sufficient resources to support the program.  In my review of the proposal, I see that data has been presented to address the need for this new degree in the context of other similar existing programs and the benefits to students employed in the local communities and the advantage of less travel time to earn the degree.		          
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