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The following contains comments addressed to each of the questions you posed about the YSU Full Proposal.

1)  Is this a quality proposal? Does it look like the program described herein will be rigorous and hold to high academic standards?

This proposal is very high quality.  The purpose and objectives of the program are well supported with appropriate documentation.
The proposed M.Acc. program will be rigorous and hold to high academic standards.  The proposal document illustrates that the program is built upon specific learning objectives for Accountancy graduates based on AACSB International accreditation standards.  The courses which make up the program appear to be appropriate to fulfill the specified objectives.  The faculty who will be teaching in this program are quite competent and have solid reputations in this field.

2) Is there a market need for this program?
The proposal provides a convincing case for market need for this program.  Market need for M.Acc. programs in Ohio is primarily driven by the requirements to sit for the CPA examination in the State of Ohio, which include 150 semester hours of higher education.  In addition to serving YSU undergraduates, this program may also meet the demand of students attending smaller universities in nearby Pennsylvania which do not have graduate programs.  These students in Pennsylvania would also need to fulfill their state’s CPA examination requirements which also include 150-hour requirement.  As YSU students and others in the geographic region around YSU are likely meeting the 150-hour requirement by taking additional undergraduate course or perhaps pursuing another graduate degree (e.g., an MBA), the proposal makes a compelling case that those students would be better prepared for their professional careers by obtaining the M.Acc. at YSU.  Moreover, there may now consider pursuing the CPA license with this new education alternative.  

3) Are there enough MACC resources in the state (or the region around YSU) to meet the existing need, or is there demand for another such program?
While there are several M.Acc. programs offered by universities in Ohio, including some at universities located in northeast Ohio, few students are likely to opt to leave their local area to travel to another such program.  Convenience is a significant determinant in selecting a M.Acc. program.  For example, if a student is working full-time in the Youngstown vicinity and completing his/her degree on a part-time basis, travel time would preclude attendance at other M.Acc. programs in the region.  Even if a student planned to pursue the degree full-time, the cost of relocation will likely play a significant role in the decision to opt for a nearby M.Acc. program.  As such, based on the information contained in the proposal and characteristics of other M.Acc. programs, there appears to be an adequate demand for the YSU program.

