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This is a one page review of the full proposal prepared by Bowling Green State University (BGSU) for a Master of Science in Forensic Science Degree (MSFS). The review is structured in the following five areas: 1) overall appraisal; 2) deliverability; 3) academic quality; 4) need; 5) access and retention of underrepresented groups; and 6) collaboration potential.

Overall Appraisal
The document appears to be well crafted and well written. All of the essential items are addressed within the document in a credible manner.

Deliverability
The necessary ingredients are assembled at BGSU. With the Ohio Attorney General’s Office “gift” of the forensic science lab and commitment or vested interest in partnering with BGSU, it is clear that this venture will succeed.
 
Academic Quality
The Biology, Chemistry, and Criminal Justice faculty all appear more than capable. Their research and publications provide strong promise for this MSFS program. It would be good to know of the possible graduate student assistants that Biology and Chemistry bring to this MSFS program, as well as the number of assistantships that the MSFS will offer. It is good to know they plan to seek accreditation from the Forensic Sciences Education Programs Accreditation Commission (FEPAC). One part that is lacking in the discussion of the faculty is mention of who the graduate coordinator of this MSFS will be. The course descriptions listed are limited (grading scales are not included and some required texts seem dated), yet contain the minimum details needed. The Forensic Investigation option would benefit from a forensic accounting elective.

Need
The surprising fact that there is no MSFS program in Ohio alone points to the need for such a program given the growing importance of Forensic Science to the criminal justice system.

Access and Retention of Underrepresented Groups
The strategy described in the proposal to access and retain underrepresented groups is adequate on face value. It would have been good to know the success of BGSU’s Project Search Program given it is the primary tool specified to promote student diversity in the MSFS program.

Collaboration Potential
[bookmark: _GoBack]Many opportunities for collaboration exist with BGSU’s proposed MSFS. The biggest is with Ohio’s Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI). Its proximity and the commitment from its governing Ohio Attorney General’s Office provide ample opportunities for collaboration. It would be good to see BGSU draw upon its linkages through the Ohio Council of Criminal Justice Education for other collaboration chances as well. Moreover, BGSU should capitalize from the undergraduate Forensic Science programs throughout Ohio. I did not see mention of this in the proposal of the various undergraduate Forensic Science programs and only a cursory description of its out-of-state competitors in Michigan State University and Marshall University.
