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1. Market need for the proposed program and the distinctions or differences between the proposed program and other similar programs across the state

	Based on data presented in Appendix D of the PDP, there are really only two programs that may be similar to the proposed MSBA at CSU – the MS in Analytics program in Bowling Green State University and the MS in Business Analytics program in University of Cincinnati. As such, the two competing programs are geographically dispersed and may not pose direct threats to the CSU’s proposed program, which may thus meet the market demand in an area underrepresented by analytics programs.

2. Opportunities for collaboration with the RACGS member’s own institution

	Given the 230-mile distance, it is not likely for WSU to be directly engaged with CSU’s program. Nonetheless, the Raj Soin College of Business at Wright State has a number of analytics driven initiatives including courses and a new data analytics lab. We would suggest a future conversation on possible collaboration to advance teaching and research in the area of analytics.

3. Concerns with substantive elements of the proposed degree program

	Compared to the programs at University of Cincinnati[footnoteRef:1] and Bowling Green State University[footnoteRef:2], the CSU’s proposed program seems to be more interdisciplinary in that it includes courses from disciplines such as Mathematics, Finance, Economics, Supply chain, Healthcare, Psychology, Computer information systems, and Information systems technology. While such diversity in courses is not necessarily an issue, it does raise questions about: a) the extent to which the program presents a “unified picture” of business analytics to students, b) the extent to which the content overlaps across different courses, and c) the extent to which the proposed MSBA program is different from other programs that also include the same courses as outlined in Appendix A of the PDP. [1:  http://business.uc.edu/content/dam/business/academics/graduate/msbana/docs/MSBANA-Schedule-July-6-2015.pdf]  [2:  https://www.bgsu.edu/graduate/analytics.html] 


	While the proposed program seems to cover the traditional business analytics topics, it may be worthwhile to also consider dedicated courses in visualization, data science, and Big Data. Other schools such as Oklahoma State University are actively engaged in reviewing and updating their existing programs in business analytics with such relevant courses. In incorporating such new courses, it may be useful to consider ways in which content that may be perceived as more technical and being applicable predominantly to engineering-oriented students can be brought to business-oriented students since business students should possess the skills to handle and manage data in all shapes and forms from data sourcing to insights deployment.

4. Suggestions that might help the submitting institution strengthen the proposal or refine its focus

The proposal highlighted the interdisciplinary collaboration within the College of Business as well as with other disciplines within the university. To reflect the interdisciplinary nature of the program, the BUS 690 Analytics Project should encourage faculty from multiple departments and colleges to co-teach or co-chair the projects. Six weeks may be too short for this course. Student teams typically need at least one or two weeks to understand the business context of the project and get the data ready (assuming the data set is close to ready for analysis). This project course should be at least one semester and better two semesters.
